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November 23, 2001

Dear sirs,

The 20th Century will be marked in History as a time of big and wonderful transformations. However, living in a country in development and being blind, I was habituated to the idea of being definitively excluded from the larger part of the technological conquests. Happily, life sometimes reserve beautiful surprises to us and new ways are always open, by the hands and efforts of diligent, wise and durst minds. 
Without fear of being mistaken, I can say that Prof. José Antonio Borges is one of these rare human beings, a "good news messenger" that through his work in the Dosvox Project, gave to us, blind Brazilians, the easy and cheap ways to access to the computer science universe. With this, many things changed, new horizons have been opened. 

I am 56 years old.  I was born almost blind and Braille was, until I was 50, my main contact to reading and writing, what allowed me to build a professional life like a Literature teacher. I started to write poetry at the age of 13. Very early I gave up.  Write was always easy for me, but show what I have written to others was very complicated. Few people know Braille.  At the age of 50 I have known the Dosvox System and my life changed completely. 

I was able to publish and to divulge my poems and today, with 4 books published, some prizes in literary contests, my texts have won a magic portfolio in the internet, next to my carpets and paintings. I left my old habits, I won new friends, a different public, much larger than I never dreamt. The discussion lists enriched my world, the electronic mail have put me together with friends and the family, that the time and the distance had  transformed in sweet memories.

Each  day, more and more people know my work and the work of other blind people in my home page (www.geocities.com/vendraminibr). 

Today, with the access to the Dosvox System, it's easier  for us, blind people, read, write, study, make friends.  But there is more: it is easier to have access to the labor market. It touches and relights the hope flame in a best future, knowing that, at each Dosvox progress, another career becomes viable for another blind youth. 

We are today four thousand users of the Dosvox System. We are four thousand people that had her lives, somehow, modified. We are four thousand Brazilian wishing to Prof Antonio Borges success and recognition for his work.

Virgínia Vendramini 

Poetess and plastic artist
