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November 23, 2001

Dear sirs,

I am Ethel Rosenfeld, 56 years, specialized teacher in the education and visual disabilities rehabilitation. I became blind at the age of 13 when I have learnt Braille to follow my studies. I concluded the gym "college" at specialized school for blind people. 

The big fight started when I had to face the studies in common schools, where I was the only person that was different. In that time, we had only Braille, tape recorders and typewriters (using ink) for jobs elaboration and for the examinations. 

We couldn't reread neither correct what we have written via the typewriter, being always in strong dependence of a third person. With respect to reading, it was only allowed to me reading previously recorded material or expecting that a volunteer could read for me . For 7 years I studied this way, with all my schedules totally dependent from whom could help me. 

Until the decade beginning in 1990, blind people in Brazil had access only to these few resources to study, and only with a big sacrifice and determination he could succeed.

In 1994 the destiny placed a blind student in the room of a graphic computation teacher.  From this encounter it was born the Dosvox System, that was “little by little” modifying the lives of many of us. Today there are about 4000 users of this system that have their lives radically modified. 

In May 1994, I have the opportunity to know a prototype of DOSVOX, whose messages and menus were recorded in human voice, but that could only spell typed texts (letter by letter), because the synthesis of portuguese language was not operational. Even so, I became enchanted and realized how much this tool would be valuable for our lives.  In the boss quality of a rehabilitation sector, immediately proposed the insertion of this wonderful resource like another alternative means for blind people to communicate. 

We didn't have computers however, and the Antonio Borges got 2 XTs and sent to us, beginning DOSVOX's training in our rehabilitation institution. Soon, other education institutions for rehabilitation followed this model.  In this time, I occupied the leadership of a rehabilitation sector and to develop my work I depended 100% of a secretary. After DOSVOX, I acquired total independence to perform the records and patients' records. With time, I have learnt to use a scanner and the printers (ink and braille). My life changed radically in the professional areas and personnel. I acquired autonomy and independence that had never dreamt to reach. 

One of the big miracles that DOSVOX provides us is the possibility to write, read what was being written, correct, insert, withdraw, ... things that before, with the typewriter we cannot do.

One of the larger emotions that I felt was when, for the first time in my life, I could read a newspaper. It was on screen of my computer and I didn't know the format, the layout of a newspaper. I cried very much, but they were victory tears, tears of a person that suddenly grew. 

In 1994, I also occupied the vice-presidence of the Brazilian Association for the Education of Visually Disabled (ABEDEV), and so,  I could offer to Prof. Antonio a partnership to disseminate this wonderful invention in Brazil. In same year July, we offer in Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, the 1st course for 25 people of several parts of Brazil. In November we have repeat the work, in the Fluminense University, RJ. Thus, we start to travel by Brazil introducing this new way of life to thousands of blind people in our country. 

Always, at the end of each group, what we heard from the students were so strong, so profound, that many times we finished crying due to so many emotions. 

With the imense growth of the users of DOSVOX, we start to accomplish annual meetings objectifying exchanging experiences of users and to introduce new developments in the programs.  Last week we have accomplish the VI Brazilian Meeting of Dosvox Users, a meeting with hundreds of participants from many states of Brazil. It is important to emphasize that we have developed the complete work for the encounter via the Internet.

The software DOSVOX grows according with the needs to his users. To each need the group leaded by Prof. Antonio adapts or create new programs. 

DOSVOX is a tool that assists students, professional in several work areas and also in some cases performs the therapeutic role. 

DOSVOX gathers blind people and promotes people's blind socialization with the other people through his e-mail programs and Chat. 

I believe to it’s not necessary to tell, but it is important to register that Prof. Antonio is a special, different person, is a completely humble human being. With his simple appearance and friendship, he attends and help to each one of us thus modifying and improving significantly our life quality. 

We, blind Brazilians, have two important dates to commemorate the mark of our independence: 

1825 – when Louis Braille creates in Paris, the incomparable Sistema Braille, the reading and writing system that enabled the world access blind people to the education. 

1994 – José Antonio dos Santos Borges, creates in Brazil the first sonorous software in brazilian language, the also incomparable DOSVOX System, that wide opened new windows for the world. 

Ethel Rosenfeld 

